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SPUN FROM THE SOUL
ALBERTO BORAtEVI

Five years after the so-called Hunting Carpet of Popa Pius IX was lhe centrepiece 01 lhe exhibition 'Hunl for
Paradise: Court Arts of Iran 1501-1576' al lhe Palazzo Reale and the Poldi Pezzoli Museum in Milan, this
historic carpet is agaln the Plvot of a series of events of great Interest to the international carpet community,

THISYEAR, PARAllEl EVENTS In Mll.lon pl\Ul

.loft'lund Ihls slnglt' bui \~I)' tmpolunll61h ct'nlUr}

eupt'1. Tbc first Is 'Il Fnmm~nloRluo\70tn. Il
1.loppt'1O di CXCLl C' .lollrC~ stOlIC" (ThC' R.C'dlo;cQ\'Cr«!

Fngmenl. ThC' Hunllng C"rp..'I.lond 0lhl:1 )1011t"S)
.loltm- l'oldll\-zzoll: lhe ~ond Is Ihl: dl~pby of

11II't'1\'(' d.uslal arpels from lhoc Qml.' mu.....um

Ih:lllud 001 b«n shown slntt' lhe lull.lon [eDC

In 1m: Iht' Ihlrd Is.lo snull prh'Jotc SOO" 01 high

qw.lll) .lonllqUt' rugs .lollht \1ol.hc T.loblool.lo ~lIcr),

t'nUlled 'Tnll1C' Rh't'I.loIC'· (Thre.ros Re-w"led),
fu Huoltng CUp..-I wu found tn lhoc 1.111.' 19lh

ccnlury In tlK'~lnNk P.lolxt' In Rorm.', In (10m

coOOltlon, tu\'lng hcen CUI [nlo 'i('\...·n 1"1l.'Ces. Bui
delIpllt' II~ (OOOtllon, Il ....';ti rCl,;OR,nl)4.-d.lo~.loIrlrc.lot

work ol.loll ..nd lhoc Il.lolt.lon ~'('n, \UIIl.lo'Ct 01

51\'0)', onko.-..J hs ~Of1Illon In onicI lO deconlC

hc'r prh7ot(' dfJllllng room In Ille 10)701 resldcfl(c
.lI thl: Vlll.1 dl \Ionu. ne.. r MIl.lo. "1lK' o.~()l7olton
\\o'U probllbly C.lorrk'd 001 In.lo t"JlCSU) work5hop.
elille! 1». l'telro Genllli In 1I.omc. 01 In Aor('fl(c_

Thc lIe.. llncnlln\'oh-ro n.104ntng lhl.- S("\'Cn l''leccs

.loo rccOllstrualng Ilx.' mlsslng p.1m. nu.lnl)'ln

IIx.' borders. In l.lo~tr)' 1II't'.l\'t"

Allhc bq;lnnlng ofllle 10th ~'CnIUr)'11leVIlL1

di \Iona wu .lob.1ndoocd ~ thl.- Royal hmllY.lond

\l.lrg;rR~Ù son, Klng VietO! Emnu.nUt'1 III, g;I\'t' Ihl.­

arpt'1 It) lhC' n.ltc:. In 1921lbc \llnlsll)' orCullure

pl.lced ltln tbc 8rcr.ro ~llelY tn Mlbn. \\hele ti
could IM."\'CI be dlspl.lo)'Cd. In 19B, tht' l'.ren·s dir

etlOl, Ellore \lodlgll.lnl, .. rnnged 11$ p..-rm.:tlK'nl

10,10 In ttlc "'Idi~I Muscum, wher~ Il could
be <;hoo.\'n wllh tlx.' oclK'1 arpcLS from 1hC' colll.'('l

100, In relUrn, he obt.ll~ ..n oulSt.lndlni: 15th

c...ntur) poI)'pt)Th th.ll dld l'IOI iii In tbc l'oIdfs

moms. bui rould be beller dlsp1.lo)-ro .lI IIle &Cr.L

S1nre 115 discO'o't!ry, tlle liunllng CMpei h.ls bccn
(Ited.lnd Celebr.aIL'd In .llmost .lll works dc.lollng

.....tth SJ.fJ\-ld ""'C.l\ Ing. noi only IOr 115 be.lut)', 001

;liso bec'JUSt' afille Imporunt tn5CTlptlOll tn tht'
C'cntnl artòIKhl:. \\ohlch bc..Irs thc.o WIC 9~9 AH

(lHl-} AI») ..nd IIle n.tme o( IIS m.:tSll'r ....'(""\'CI or

designer. Ghl)70lh.l1 I)ln )ami The f.K1 thal p.1rl

mthl' ortglf\.lol oorder had hc.o1.'n rcpLtced In lhc
l'hh centul) l'CSlon.llon \\o70S ofllule conseqUCl'Kc.
unlll \llc~1 fnnsn rl!CognISL'd Il\.1t.lo fngmcnl

oIrercd.l1 Cllllslte's In Londan on 21 NO\....mbcl

19l15 (Iot 25) \\o'.lS In bel Itic 1OIIl't'1 nghllt.l.ndcor

nel of IIlc balder 1. l''ubllshcd 1»' Fnnscs In hls

1986 Tutilt GdItrr lIrochurr No 1 (pl,xl. Iht' fr.agment

....'U l.llel purcl\.1K-d by IllC.' Gcnoesc coll('(1or Dr
AICS5;lndro Bruschettlnl, \\o ho fu~ lo.Il'Ied 1110 Iht'

'I !unI fOI P.1ndlsc' exhtbllion (.... hlch opcned.lt

thl: ASt.l Soctl'lY In NI."'" York), IO be displ.lo)"Cd

bcslde lIle cnlh~ CJrpt'l . .100 tht'n OONted It lO

lbe l'oldtl\:uoll, IO bt' rqolned In IIS orlgln.tl

plxe, sc..... n lO thc exlsttng rt"\\'C.l\'e tlt.l.l renulns

bt'nIe.lolh 2. Tbe rcstonllon work ls loull)' ft"\'t'rslDll'
;lnd t Ile ffJgmenl nn be rcmO\w Ir necess.\I)',

In ct.'ld)f.lUon of 1m- oof\.lollon, Ihc.o muS('um

org,lnlsed 'II Fnmmenlo Rlu0\7olO', Thc border

fngrnt.-nl h.1s bccn .ln.lo1)'SCd. dC.lI'll.'d ..oo restored
by wlscll.lo Bellcll ofOpen Clre In MII.lon. who

nOlI«d. .lS MlctQcl FfJnSllS h.ld <Ione before hel,

lh,lIlbe arpcl does noi h:l\.... sllk \\o'Jorps.lS wu

onc~ lhoughl. oot COllon oncs - thoc plnk "l'ed
sllk frlng..-Is Ued onto thL' ....".lorp Ihre.xis belween

5 IO ccnllmclres Inlo lhe pII ....

The mosllnlercstlng fC.llUre orlhls rr.rogmenl
I~ thl: ... lcg.lnl corner sofullon, whtch V>'U not

kflO\\'n lO lhc 19th ccnlul)' IL'Slorl'rs. .....ho slmply

coplt.'d t Ile onl)' suf\1\'tng orlgln.tl bordel on lhe

odlCr end oflhc arpel. Thls suggests lhal lbe

arp..-t nu)' orlgtf\.lollr h.l\'(" had.lo praper corner
soIutton In llx.' 1O\\'t'1 border. 001 not on lhe uppel
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OM. ft'lnbrdng fon Thompson ~Ion In
tbe lOO]AiU5odny~ttutmls mutn­
piea _"U proi»bly noc _"O'~ ix t~ Sblh In,)
1Ot'.JI.I WOfbhop. but~~ ix,) kx;aJ pwnor.

Thr Otbcr clC'VCn arpeuln I~ !\)Idi f'tztoIl
collmlon,)ft' dlspl,)~cllber In tbe $lime room
~ lbe Ilunllng C,)rpel. or In ,)grouod ftoorg.JIllery
,)1 tM P.lII,)ZlQ Re.Jlle. Ali Orlhem all~ 'olI'e.1l known
.linci Iu\"e~n publlshcd K'\'t:nlllmel, bui ror
thll ocaslon a Q('\\ anci updated ~llkm of'tbe
Must'Um arpt'l KUldt'.~ b) lhe lcadlng
loaJ dulcr Moshe'nbIbnl.&. Iw~Jlflnl~

'olI-lIh an Enillsb .lIbRrxt.
AmODg thcsc Othtrs. undoubt«lly the btst

l.nl;)olo,'n.JlDd mo5l btautlfUll$: the I6C.b ttnlUry mi·
gIOWld i\nllmr~ .liSO ~1\.JI$ lbe '11gers.
or d~ 1Rrlus o(thc Unh~rse'arptt.~ oflhc
so-alll'd 'Sothlng' group. and among 1M bes! oflu
()'pc. Thr Inscrlptlon runnlng ,)Ion& 1M Inncr
border Il a~m. c:xpr Iyco~ b thll
rug pnlsing lu qU.JIIII)' and beaUI)'. -rJab:.Is AOI Cl

,... ir .Is d riJc.r rost d garlb fiJkd wUl mi lìIItJ
dft4 rtlltS wfItrt I d«Itd dItlf hca' iO

-. .... wfi ""' ,.,.,,-
lluol Ihll carptI bl:toop tO lbe SlIll1fti roup

drxs DO( meut Wllt Il,) utc. cop) - III 'olI"CJ1
docu~ hlstory dmKJn.stnlt'S 111 ,wlhmllclty.
Il WU purcb.Jlscod by CI,)n GI.JICOmO Po'di J\'zzoll
In 18S'S In Mlun,)t thc CI(l\",)nnl foss;all prh',)tC

,)uctlon ror dghlY AuSlrb.n Un.
Olbe. th.ln (I)e Kuh.ln. unllllhe optnlng or

I~ IWSCWD In 18811~ "'e.ft' onay t"Q odK.'f nJ&S
In lbe I\)k1l f'u.l.oll CoIIec1I011-,)tI ootsWKIll\i

SiI)"TuJt.mt-n imiti arpct "1th lhc ~.-KOI,
purctwed In 1179. ,)nd an h'Or)'""iround M,)RS.JIlI
Shlf\;\n pn)'t'I rue. ckscrlbed In lbfe mU5otUftl's
ealll~ In\"cntory.u ·a \'t:r)' slmJllndLtn rugo.

Anotbe:r oo15Uonding pkce Is,) 16th «nlur)'
1lJrklstr \11b.ge rue ..'llb '" Largoe mabillon design 4,

Ih.ll "$ Included by "by H. 8e.Ittie lomong lhe
Kal".Jlpln.u w~\'lngs (rom centl".Jll Aruloll,) In he.r

scmlrW 1968.lnlclc In 0ritnliIIM.~ Rugs
oflhc Ktrn)',) PqIon' 80th lu bc;r,.ullful cenar,)1
IDC'lbIIIon and COf'DttS "'11h~ fìckJ design..
.JIDd III ngged p.l!mtur bonkr. l'l'OIllbe d.JIssIa.I
~t ~nol~ but 1be:""C:.JI\~.lndl~roIourt

.l~ COOI4Hetcly dlfkR':nl. \' ry k'w oflbe: l..nov..n
uamptes o(lhb 1)'Jlt sture the blact. gruund In
1M: «nln) mecb.llIon. bonkr "'nd SJNIndrds.

In .ldd1110Cl IO tbc 1_'0 m;r,.Jor SlIf"'\ld C',)rpl.'tS.

In)' r.r.-ourltc In ttlc COllcctlon b lo 11~ ~rcnlly

Inslgnl600nl border (l".JIg~nt. lo p.;Itchworl: of
INlle, pl~~poKodIO kIoI.. II~ "SINII

rug I. lt Is ..v.~ _1lh lbe jUftH.ncx and an Ihus
he.wolgned tO KhonS.JIn In ~ern ~1Sl.&..lnd

pcrlu.ps.liso lO tbc 16th a-.nlury. \\11b Iu ckql
blue gmund. the roIoors .u"('~ .and I~

spll".Jll \ lne plollcrn Is rnosl Intrlgulng.

The (lllher p1ettS;r,.rc less t:lO:illn&. bui sU11 _~II

wonh kelng.lllq-lnc:lu<k:-.1 SUor Ustut arpet
wllh.l palmetle border. worn 001 buI bc.JIullful.
'" INIIU1~OtIQm;r,n rug ol'lbe: earll~ 1)'))e

..n earl)' 18th lMlul) GOrdes pni)"C' rug _Ith
COlumns; .1.0(\ th~ ted ground pa.lmalr and
c~ cksJgn l6th,)O(\ 17th rntury Esf.aJu.ns.

Mo'be "DbIbnLù SINI! bui ~I) Intcrcstlng
a.hlblllon. ..11h some e:xct.'PIloNJly good pk'ttS.
wu Inspln.'d by lhe ~dl fttroIl COIlt.'Cllon. I-Ie
YI'anlt.'d lO stio\\' compal".Jlble C',)rJlCls ilCqulred In

rt'«nl )"1.'.1.1$ on lhe Inlem;r,llorUllmllet. Inde\.-d.
K>me ofhls plt"C('I ""e t'\'en bener llu.n lbosr
a.hlblled .lllhe muscum. In panlcuu• .lo rxcq)·
Uorul SUor Usbak In perf«l Condillon "llh.l
simlur border IO the ~dJ l''el:l.oll arpd• .JIDd.l
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\"(,"1) &ood;&oo w~lI-pr~I'~ 161h CC'nlUI) rC'd

erouOO E.sf;&lu.n_ Anocht'1 InlCleAlftI pl«C' 15;&

16th cenlul)' 'l.Dlto' rue ..mb lbc uJf·anoucbc

boldC'f. \'CIT slmll;&l tO;&.D caJJlplC' oflbl: ~rdlnt

'lusculII la AorCDCe -;& Turld,sb rue lnw: tl\;&lls

noi: rcpr~nlC'd lalbe Poldl P'azoII Itls s-..II
C.drl'Q(' Olloau.O rue 1DoI)· be;& Unle 1;&1l'1 11\;&l:!

t bi: c:umple I. lhl' IIIUJCUIL bulls nlcl'I;&OO Il:!
bcttC't condluotl. ;&ad;(,J( ouUUDdlIlC ali) calln.1

AlUlolbl:! vtll.lrC' rue (CX"A1cx.J.DOeI CoUMlon)
nuo) bit' comp;&m! to lbe P'oldl ~zzoll ~n.pllUl.

e\C'n Iflbc coloors;&OO "'"U\'C ue qullC' dltrerenl

OfCOUf'K. I~ I$llllk INI Qti c~rt" "'11h

Il'lc HUIIllnc (;Irpc!. otbl:l tun thl:' tnscltbed;&nd

d.uC'd Ard.lbll arpcu tl:! londol:!;&oo loI: Ani't1es.
01 Ihl: sUlt. arpcu In blon;&OO ytC'nlU, but

llbtbnl;& does pt'esmt mlmporunl;&OO Inllteulne
rue llul nuo)' be IC'Cn.lS;& desccndlnl oflhC'

Hunllnc CUPC'! group l. Thli tS;& I]th cenlur)

north....C'$l !'t'rilln Inlnuol Ind trC"l' deslen Clipei

.....llh rul''Cly-dnwn SCl'OC"S ;&1<:111 lO thoçc ofllle

l''oldl's mntC'rpltt'C. shovo'lng tnOUnled hUnlSml'n

.lS ",,'("II;&li hUnll'fl on focll ;&rm('(l wlth guni.

Thls be.lullfullUi blt'lonK§ to I Mun~ CIOUp.

plob.lbt) .....O\'Cn tll AzcII»II.lII O\'("r I pl'llod or
~ tIu.IIIS0)'U1J bec""ftD lbc mld·l7th Cil'l'ltul)
Ind Ihl: frlJl qwrtcl oftbc 19th (SC'C HAll n
l''H. pp. 90 "l. ThC' T.ibtbnl;& pl«c. lt.ftO\Il n u
lbe DuIbC'bcl arpt1 IRl'1 11$ fint~ "",,·ftC'f,

""";&li IDO«' rKftlIl) In 1M WhC'r CoII«tlon. l..upno.

A \l'I} sl.lIlr ClIpei "11b III hk'nllal bofdC'1

;&nd ;&IUoJocous dJlDm5lons. ~,I) la 1M Jo6qJh

\ \Ic\tull;&11 ColIMloa. Isln thl: \I~HopoIlulI

\luSC'uIII or Ali.~ ,"orL Curlousl), ;&fIO(Mr

rue oflhls ";&morphous" gfOUP. fIOl IncludC'd In

Tlblbnlù exhlbilion. nuo) be comp;arC'd lO lhl:'

l'Oldll'\'zzoll 5,llllne c;&rpl'l. Thls b Ihl' so alled

Il.llm Anlnuol Cupct. ;&Iso prO\'ClUrKeG lO 1M

W!K"I Coll«tlon. whkh llud lhC' eood fonune

lo C:l\hlbllin III) plkr) In FlOIl'nel' In 1999

durlng IIlc 9th ICOC (ltALlI08. 1000, p.l-f9).

Tlblbflll h.ls \I r'IlclI orhls dcslrl' lO co oper.l.lC

\11th oll\cr MtI;&OC'St' In~lliulton) lO prolllOIt' lht'

dISCO\t'I)", Slud)' lnU Ippl«iltlon of lexlllt' Ilt

Intrlt' Rh~LaIt"lst~m!Jc'd noi onl)' lO .rt"'t';&]" lne

Ilnlt.5 hoclw't"Cn dHrl'r~nl arpe-I productlonl. bui

liso lO Uft\'cllibe linlSUfl' oflM 'tATA-'1~l
\IATA\1 l~;&n ;&cronrm for 'Ilbn Allllquc

Tt'\Il1e An 'luSC'UrlII. ;&00 I~ ;&Iso I p;&llndrontl'

llut "'OIU In lultln (\lusco MIl' TC'SSIl~ Anllu

'tlbnol Tlblbfllù most ImblttOU5 PI*"I IO

d.llt'. Il In\uh'C'S lIOl tu511!K" pl!K"rlnt lot~·lncr

or;&n hllporunl collMlon Ind 1bC' bulldlne of I

JIC'\I rnuSt'U. - 1bC' fIlOdtol of ..hl( h h ploodh

dl..pll)"cd In thl: ~xhlbtllon - buI ;&lloO.I cl()'\o('

rcbllons)(tp .. lth IbI:' ciI) of '111;&n;&OO 115 loul

;&Ulooftlla. no cU)' lhlne IO .lChlC"c 1llC' )IIC tn

front ollbe Bleu 15 pcrfM. Ind c\Cl)lhlne I)
rC';&d) (or ...urk lO belln so llul .\lATA.'! (".In opcn

In 1011 An ol'liclll ;&nnounccmcnl conlìrmlng Iht'
prof«t ... 111 be m.ldC' thls IUlumn.

Il FRAMMENTO RITRO\fATO, Il TAPPflO

DI CACOA E ALTRE STORIE
Poldl Peuoli MUHum a. P.lano Rov.l•. Mil.n

22 M.V - 12 OeIolNir 2008

TRAME RrVELATE
MOIhe T.bibm. G.ll.ry, vi. Br.", Md.n

2Z M.V - 22 OeIolNir 2008
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